Luke 6:39-42
Can the blind lead the blind?

The Blind Leading the Blind,
Painted by Pieter Brueghel the Elder (1529-1569),
Oil on canvas,
Painted in 1568
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Daily Gospel Reading
Luke 6:39-42
Jesus told a parable to the disciples: ‘Can one blind man guide another? Surely both will fall
into a pit? The disciple is not superior to his teacher; the fully trained disciple will always be
like his teacher. Why do you observe the splinter in your brother’s eye and never notice the
plank in your own? How can you say to your brother, “Brother, let me take out the splinter
that is in your eye,” when you cannot see the plank in your own? Hypocrite! Take the plank
out of your own eye first, and then you will see clearly enough to take out the splinter that is
in your brother’s eye.’

Reflection on the painting
In our Gospel reading of today, Jesus tells us that we all need a good guide or a mentor, for
we are spiritually blind. In the imagery Jesus uses today, we have a warning to two groups of
people. First, there is a warning to those who are following a leader. Then, there is also a
warning to those who are thinking of setting themselves up as leaders… Let’s briefly look at
each of these groups.
Firstly, Jesus is teaching us to be careful whom we follow. If we choose a blind guide, we will
both fall into the ditch, as illustrated in our painting today. In our world, there are many bad
guides we could follow. Think of the celebrity culture or even some political leaders. When
Jesus warned his own disciples about the danger of following the blind, he had the Pharisees
particularly in mind. The Pharisees prided themselves on being experts in the Scriptures and
therefore felt qualified to tell other people how to live their lives. On so many occasions,
Jesus said though that they were blind. He saw in their hearts that they were mainly
concerned with observing man-made rules and laws, focussed on the exterior, rather than
focusing on their interior lives by neglecting love, compassion and social justice.
Then, Our Lord warns those of us who would set themselves up as guides, those who are
thinking of being instructors, teachers or simply those of us who want to tell people what
path they should follow. Jesus is warning us that if our own eyes haven’t been opened to a
spiritual awakening by going to mass, praying and spending time with God, we shouldn’t
even try to guide someone else. The only way that we can be qualified to guide others is by
closely following Christ and remaining in His presence constantly first.
Our painting by Breughel, is a literal depiction of the parable of the blind. Holding shared
walking sticks, six blind men are shown at the moment when their leader stumbles into a
ditch. Soon the others will also fall, which the artist conveys by painting the figures along a
sloping diagonal line. The five standing men are painted with their faces turned up since they
rely on their sense of hearing. Each is accurately depicted with a distinct form of blindness.
The landscape is also realistic and represents the village of Sint-Anna-Pede near Brussels.
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